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Many challenges emerged in the last year, which were exacerbated by the pandemic in community level: 
The Santal Indigenous People are living in the village of Hatrampur. FGDs findings on COVID-19 impact in the livelihood of Hatrampur IP Village.  CDA conducted FGDs Hatrampur village dated on 3rd June 2021 for measuring COVID pandemic impact. FGD assessed types of challenges or impact on their belief, culture, food system & employment during the COVID-19 pandemic. Following brief impact findings & challenges occurred in their life & Livelihood: 

Employment: 

From the last week March 2020 to 30th September 2020, IPs were unemployed about 6 months due to lockdown and pandemic uncertainty. During the COVID-19 first wave & lockdown situation many IPs families came back in their village from district, division, and from the capital cities due to retrenchment of their job. In these periods without income, they sold their livestock & poultry birds & also sold advance labor through agreement of upcoming seasonal laboring & deprived of the real wages & during the crisis they bought goods from grocery shops from the village/the nearest market place through negotiation for late payment. They used their savings and debt from the local money lenders with high interest. They have faced more scarcity & shocked because of the August-September normal season for unemployment month has started immediately after the lockdown. 

Climate & Gender: 

In May, June & July, most of the IP women had the opportunity to go weeding in the neighbor community owned paddy fields. But due to unexpected heavy rains fall occurred during these months, a lot of water has accumulated in the paddy fields, and they have been deprived of work and lost expected women led income during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Impacted belief, culture & food system by COVID-19: 

On an average, about 90% of the IP households are landless & extreme poor in the assessed Hatrampur village. Resource deprivation has long plagued their live. In that context, during the COVID pandemic consequences and scarcity they collect their traditional habituated food from various bushes in the village & surrounding far away community & public owned forest which are not eaten by the other communities. Indigenous peoples were suffered from an extreme food crisis during the COVID-19 pandemic & Lockdown. During the lockdown, they cut down on the number of meals per day. They have never faced such a different kind of crisis in their livelihood. During the COVID lockdown, when they went to collect food in the bushes and to collect fish & oysters in rivers, ponds, watersheds, people from other communities gave them social stigma, restricted & interrupted them & said that (did not let go, if you go there and spread your virus, you will contaminate the river & pond water etc). They said that food crisis is common in our daily life but earlier we did not have to face any obstacles to collect our habitual food from the bushes or jungle of neighbor. Before COVID or earlier if the neighbors communities hired them as labor, they will pay wages, and give them food as a part of the wages. But during the COVID pandemic & lockdown they didn’t even hire them. If they hired some IP labor, but did not give them food and not allow seating in porch (Baranda) of the house. Online education facilities are not able to receive by IP students due to lack of required ICT digital equipment, internet & even electricity & other related facilities from educational institutions. As a result, IP students are lagging behind in education during the COVID lockdown and pandemic. These types of experience occurred during the first wave of COVID-19 and Lockdown. (Ref. This is first wave impact information COVID-19)  

Findings about the Government Support on Khasland Settlement: 

Construction of houses for the homeless people: On the birth centenary of the Father of the Nation, construction of houses for homeless people will be expedited in current fiscal 2020-2021. Part of this process, during the pandemic the Local Government and sub district administration provided homestead land and houses to 27 nos. of landless IP families where included 7 widow women. Finally local government authority handed over the legal document/deed of khasland along with houses dated 9th January 2021. Total 54 decimal homestead khasland legally settle for 27 landless & vulnerable IP households in the Hatrampur village.   Besides they received the government safety net support from local government offices during the COVID-19 pandemic period.    

Practices and policies will be need to reform in the original policies by Government
​​​​​​​​​

Context of Existing Khasland Land Policy of Bangladesh:
Activities of the Ministry of Land are guided by policies like “ National land use policy 2001; Land reform act,1984; khasland settlement policy,1997; Non-agricultural khasland settlement policy,1995; khasland settlement policy for Hotel-Motel,1998; Vested property  (Amendment) law,2011; and the Acquisition and Requisition of immovable properties ordinance, 1982; National Land use policy, 2011 towards functions of preservation land revenue and its collection and direction and supervision of land administration, management of khas lands, vested and abandoned properties (Ministry of Land document- page #311, chapter-36) 

link:https://mof.portal.gov.bd/sites/default/files/files/mof.portal.gov.bd/budget_mof/799b4a82_f259_4fd4_98ba_a1b17af0e9b5/G-3_17_146_Land_English.pdf 

There are strategic objectives of the ministry and their relevance with Women’s Advancement and Rights [serial # 3.0, 4.0, 4.1. 4.2, 4.3, 4.4. 4.5] and Priority Spending areas and Benefits for women’s advancement [serial # 5.0, table: insight SL# 2 & 3]  
	Serial No.
	Priority spending areas/ Programmes
	Impact on women development (direct/indirect)

	2
	Settlement of affected people due to climate change
	On the eve of the rehabilitation of the victims due to climate change, registration/ kabuliat was done in the name of both husband and wife or the name of son and mother and the victims were also given top priority during the distribution of agricultural khas land.

	3
	Preparation of land records
	Due to the up-grading of land ownership certificates, ownership and rights of women on lands will be secured. 


Settlement of khas land for homestead (The Land Reforms Ordinance, 1984 ( Ordinance NO. X OF 1984 )- 26th January, 1984, 
[Chapter-4, Homesteads: Settlement of khas land for homestead]

 
7. (1) Where in the rural areas any khas land fit for being used as homestead is available, the Government shall, in setting such land, give preference to landless farmers and labourers:

Provided that not more than five kathas of such land shall be allotted for such purpose to any individual.

(2) Any land settled under sub-section (1) shall be heritable but not transferable  

Agricultural khash land settlement policy, Bangladesh

6.0 Landless selection process:

(H) Land will be given to husband and wife jointly but in the case of widow mother or widower will get the land in single ownership

10.0 Landless family: 

(A) that the family that has no home and agricultural land, but lives on agriculture.

(B) The families having upto 10 decimals of homestead but no tillable land & are agriculture dependent will be considered as landless family. 

11.0 Priority list of landless family 

(A): family members of poor freedom fighters’ family

(B) Families effected by erosion (all of which have been lost in the river). 

(C) Widow and divorced women with son capable to work 

(D) Agricultural landless and homeless families. 

(E) Families who have become landless due to government requisition of land. 

(F) Agriculture dependent families owning up to 10 decimals of homestead but no agricultural land.

Changes in practices during the implementation of housing assistance to the landless and homeless: 

[image: image1.emf]CDA started facilitation of development program in 2012 at Hatrampur IP/adivasi village under the sub district of Bochaganj in Dinajpur district. Keeping right track of the traditional structure of plain land IPs, CDA formed a village based People Organization (PO) in Hatrampur on 19/11/2012. The main purpose of the facilitation was to strengthen their traditional structure, organize them, increase unity among them, create collective initiatives, building sustainable organization, returning of their land rights and ensuring government services are in favor of them. In this process, the CDA provided various capacity-building trainings on building sustainable organization, land rights, networking, communications, leadership and management, human rights and access to public services etc. In this context, the IPs has been organizing with the help of CDA. Last 8 years at various levels of local government such as: Union Parishad (local government unit), Upazila Parishad, Upazila (sub district) Administration and Upazila Land Office were communicated organizationally by IP/People Organization leaders and submitted their demands. As a result, under the Shelter Assistance Program for Landless and Homeless/Helpless Poor, 27 nos. of IP families received khas land and new houses from the government where included 7 widow women.
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Suros Muni Besra, a widow woman of IP, Homestead khas land & House received from the Government land & housing support program for homeless. 





Khas Land Settlement Policy





Recommendation for Policy Reform:


Priority list of landless family will be only: 





(C) Widow and divorced women.  


[Remove the clause: with son capable to work]








Practicing following both policy conditions during the implementation of the houses for the landless and homeless program: 





(H)  Husband and wife jointly but in the case of widow mother or widower will get the land in single ownership, [Without sons /children]


&


(C) Widow and divorced women with son capable to work. 





Policy conditional clause: 


Priority list of landless family: 





(C) Widow and divorced women with son capable to work 








Policy conditional clause: Landless selection process:


(H) Land will be given to husband and wife jointly but in the case of widow mother or widower will get the land in single ownership








PRACTICES DURING THE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM ON LANDLESS AND HOMELESS





For the first time, the government has provided khas land and houses to many widows across the country for the implementation of the houses for the homeless people program on birth centenary of the father of the nation. Many of the widows who have received such kind of assistance from the state, they don’t have sons. It is very important and humanitarian response for the government to provide assistance considering of their vulnerability. Many widows have no children in places where the government has rehabilitated climate survivors and during the COVID-19 pandemic. Although the issue is contradicting with the policy, it falls within the constitutional rights of the state and universal human rights. This important example of the government actions needs to be considered in changing the current policy to protect the rights of women in the distribution of khas land. For a long time, the CDA and village-based People organizations (POs) have been placing this important demand to the government.
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